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PROPOSAL FOR A LOWER DARENT RIVERSIDE STRATEGY 
 

 
1. Summary 
 
1.1 This is a Key Decision as it is significant in terms of its effects on 

communities living or working in an area of the Borough comprising two 
or more wards. 
 

1.2 The report proposes the development of a Riverside Strategy for the lower 
River Darent that fulfils both the Council’s ambition to shape an attractive and 
more sustainable space along the riverside and to manage increasing flood risk 
as a result of climate change. The Strategy will leverage the potential 
environmental, social, cultural, and economic benefits of third party works in 
the river corridor. The Strategy’s approach is promoted within the Thames 
Estuary 2100 (TE2100) Plan and this project is supported by the Environment 
Agency, who will also provide technical advice on matters within their remit. It 
is proposed to include the tidal Darent (extending into Dartford Marshes) and 
the fluvial section through Dartford town centre, thereby offering an integrated 
approach to managing flood risk across different sources. It is here where 
development and river control works are most likely to take place in the next 5-
10 years, providing an opportunity to implement the strategy. A Local Levy 
grant of up to £50,000 has been recommended by the Southern Regional Flood 
and Coastal Committee for this project. 

 
2. RECOMMENDATIONS  
 
2.1  That the proposal to develop and produce a Lower Darenth Riverside Strategy, 

in accordance with the ‘Towards a Riverside Strategy’ at Appendix A to the 
report, be endorsed. 

2.2  That the monies accrued in the Dartford Flood Risk Management Project Fund 
held by the Environment Agency, be utilised to fund: 

(a) 50% of the cost of producing the Lower Darenth Riverside Strategy, up to 
£50,000; 

(b) project management of the Strategy by a Council officer, up to £6,000, until 31 
December 2023. 

 
2.3  That the aims, and expected delivery approach broadly set out at paragraphs 

3.7 and 3.8 of the report, be agreed. 

2.4  That the draft Lower Darenth Riverside Strategy be reported to Cabinet 
(anticipated to be in autumn 2023), for approval. 

 
3. Background and Discussion 

 
3.1. The lower reaches of the River Darent flow in a northerly direction 

through Dartford for a distance of approximately 2km.  The river is 
impounded by a sluice/weir structure known as Wellcome Sluice which 
forms the tidal limit.  Downstream of the structure the river is tidal and 



CABINET 
27 October 2022 

known as Dartford Creek.  The river flows north for another 4km before 
discharging into the River Thames via the Dartford Creek Barrier (DCB).  
The DCB can be closed to reduce the risk of tidal flooding. 

3.2. Even though the current system of fixed and active tidal flood defences 
provides a high level of protection from tidal flooding, major interventions 
as outlined in the TE2100 plan will be needed once these assets reach 
their end of life forecast for 2070 onward and if sea level rise takes effect. 

3.3. The present-day risk of fluvial flooding to Dartford Town Centre is low. 
Modelling, however, shows that climate change will increase the 
frequency of flooding in the town centre.  Dartford’s recently self-funded 
piece of modelling, in order to inform the new Local Plan, tested 
interventions reducing future risk. This work showed that new flood risk 
management works in the river corridor are likely to be required to 
manage flood increase as a result of climate change. 

3.4. The adopted and emerging Local Plans set out the regeneration 
ambitions for the town centre, including many sites adjacent to the river. 
The redevelopment of these sites offers an opportunity to deliver the 
flood defence improvements outlined above, and to create a river 
corridor that is accessible to everyone. As well as enhancing the unique 
and varied environment of the riverside and promoting sustainable 
growth in line with the Government’s 25-year Environment Strategy. 

3.5. Some improvements to both flood defences and the river corridor 
environment have been delivered through previous development, but 
this has been piecemeal and inconsistent. There remains a challenge in 
integrating a continuous line of defence and a cohesive attractive public 
realm across multiple developments; the riverside strategy will provide a 
framework for this, which is crucial for ensuring climate resilience in 
future communities and places and fostering sustainable development.   

3.6. At the Cabinet meeting of 12th June 2014 [Min11], the Council agreed 
to make an ongoing contribution of £100,000 per annum to the 
Environment Agency to leverage improved flood risk management in 
Dartford. This contribution was formalised in a Dartford Flood Risk 
Management Project agreed under delegated authority. The fund 
currently holds contributions of £700,000. While this is a significant sum, 
no flood risk alleviation schemes discussed with the Environment 
Agency have been able to progress to date as they have been unlikely 
to attract other funding due to the current assessment of the risk profile. 
The fund continues to operate in order to deliver contributions towards 
projects dealing with the increasing climate change risks in the medium 
and long-term such as TE2100. It is proposed that £50,000 of this fund 
is used as leverage to support the development of the Lower Darent 
Riverside Strategy. 

 The Proposed Riverside Strategy: 

3.7. The total funding pot of up to £100,000 (as necessary) will be used to 
appoint consultants to produce a draft Lower Darenth Riverside 
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Strategy. The development of the Strategy will be guided by Council 
officers, with technical support from the Environment Agency.  

The consultants will apply their specialist skills to establish a baseline, 
carry out an assessment of the specific need for further flood defences, 
identify how this can be achieved, consider the Local Plan proposals for 
the benefit of the town centre and integration of new development, 
consider biodiversity enhancements, recreation and access 
opportunities and, as a result, prepare design guidance. The detailed 
brief is to be prepared by Council officers with input from the 
Environment Agency.  
 

3.8. Council officers will initiate and oversee the procurement of the Strategy, 
provide information to the consultants, input into the Strategy and 
manage the project.  A Senior Urban Designer has been appointed in 
Planning Services in order to provide a resource to deliver such projects 
on the basis that funding for the post is partly recouped as part of the 
project costs. It is estimated that officer time to manage the project will 
cost approximately £6000 for one [1] year. It is recommended that this 
cost is funded from the Dartford Flood Risk Management Project Fund.  

3.9. The proposed project will seek to define a consistent standard which 
provides guidance for integrating flood defences into the landscape and 
townscape within new development and infrastructure (e.g. walking/ 
cycling routes) and to ensure these tie into adjacent flood defences at 
development boundaries. Therefore, by investing ‘up front’ in a 
consistent manner, the cost of flood defence works in the future can be 
minimised, and further benefits realised. The Council has considered 
areas within the Borough vulnerable to flooding and explored concepts 
for sympathetic flood prevention interventions, as referred to in the 
‘Towards a Riverside Strategy’ at Appendix A. 

4. Relationship to the Corporate Plan 
 

ET 1. Reduce carbon emissions and improve air quality in the Borough 
ET 2. Ensure that development in Dartford is sustainable, with high 
standards of design, layout and water/energy efficiency. 

 
5. Financial, legal, staffing and other implications and risk assessments* 
 
Financial Implications £50,000 match funding to be provided through 

the Dartford Flood Risk Management Project 
Fund 

Legal Implications 
Public Sector Equality Duty  
Crime and Disorder duty   

None 
None at this stage 
None 
Crime and Disorder duty will be taken into 
account as the Lower Darenth Riverside 
Strategy is produced. 
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Climate Impact 
Assessment 

In addition to creating a more attractive and 
accessible riverside environment the Strategy 
will adopt a coherent and holistic approach to 
flood risk mitigation both in the tidal and fluvial 
reaches of the Darent and will therefore greatly 
contribute to the Borough’s resilience to 
flooding as a result of climate change 

Staffing Implications Project management/officer time, funding for 
which is recommended  

Administrative Implications None at this stage, possible adoption of the 
Strategy as Supplementary Planning Guidance 
to be considered before the draft Strategy is 
reported to Cabinet   

Risk Assessment Risk 
Medium (without 
mitigation): Budget 
overrun 
 
 
Low: RFCC funding 
withheld  

Mitigation 
Fixed fee tender with 
clear project 
scope/requirements 
likely to be proposed. 
 
Further RFCC 
engagement/ 
dissemination with 
them of project 
learning. Ultimately, 
find other funding 
sources, possibly 
higher level of funding 
from the Dartford 
Flood Risk 
Management Project 
Fund. 
 

 
6. Details of Exempt Information Category 
 
 Not applicable 
 
7. Appendices 
 

Appendix A – Towards a Riverside Strategy 
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